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seems to have been accentuated, moreover, by the Allied fail-
ure to realize at once its full implications. Or was the Belgian
and Dutch failure hidden from the Allied High Command?
That would imply both bad faith on the part of the Belgian
and Dutch leadership and extreme incompetence on the part
of the British and French military attaches with the two armies
in question.
This first Allied reverse was followed by a catastrophe only
two days later, when the German armies which had been
speeding almost unhindered across the Belgian Ardennes
reached and crossed the Meuse at Sedan and near Givet
Some military historians may well decide that, given the
strength, equipment and disposition of the Allied troops as
of May 12, and given the strength and character of the Ger-
man mechanized forces which on that day were pouring
through the gap on the Meuse, the Battle of France was
already lost. Others will perhaps choose May 15 or 16 as the
fatal date. For we now see that by then there was no longer
any very substantial reason to expect that the German drive
toward the Channel could be stopped.
Yet it was not General Weygand's opinion that the situa-
tion when he took over the supreme command on May 19
was desperate. He had asked for 24 hours in which to ex-
amine it. When finally he accepted the command, he told
his friends that he did so with a good deal of confidence. Two
days later the tip of the German spear-head reached Abbe-
ville, isolating all the British, French and Belgian troops in
the north and, in the event, condemning them to destruction,